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Mr. van Rompaey had to counsider his

wife, mother-indaw and two (then school

aged) sons in his plans. The problem vas

solved when they found a block of land

part of the garden of an old estate, complole
with the original outhouses.
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1890s make a

Ron W otk

mymt’kﬂ) :
muu.a.z. '
fitted

Mﬂﬁmﬁd

'Eﬁﬁm&ﬂ {Han},ﬂnlmufl!r and
Vie,, and

Mrs. R. van

ﬁ:mﬂm'i’lmw

with grapevine. Living-room is in

“White

N designing
Lodge” at  Camber-
well, Vie., Mr. van Rom-
paey’s first step was to

make the outhouses,
which date back to the
18805, nto a habitable

ard ...mfarmbie cottage in

which  his  85- old
mmhurm-inw Mrs_mi E:
- could liw:

Uﬂ;.un]ly wash-haiise,
enal-ghed, nnd toalet for a
deser and han man, the
ree-square  building  was
wnverted for an approxi-
mate cost of 1500
(3300

Intevioe and’ exterior brick
walls wore painted white and
the ceilling was lined with
varnaded ds.

A p.:n.illtm of varnished
wood  was  built; it now
dvidss what was one long

toom into sitting-room a
sedraon. Wardrobes line the
bedroor:  side and  book-

welves and a gas heater line
the lower half of the sitting-
1o side

Along one wall of the
stting-room . is @ kitchenette,
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Joreground.
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stling-room is a kitchenette,
compriiing  workbench  and
eupbioards, tablesmodel stove,
wainles: - sreel  sink, and

eltigerator,
There is alse room here

h a setiee, a i
mﬂtrirvﬁlm ;ﬁrﬁ
¢ dining - ta
chairs,
A dooe leads [rom the bed-

fwom into a tiny but well-
appointid bathroom and this

m twrn inte the original
wile, which  has %EEH
'Iﬂﬂ'ﬁan:..rd.

% he could Pcrtnmllr
sugtrvise the building of his
i house, My, wvan Rom-
_]ﬁi-!"-il, hiis \\!:I.fe &nﬂ ﬁmu'
younger «on, Julian, lived in
the little cattage during con-
tmi.‘hms
"There was only room for
of ws and even then
i Wik s ight uetye, S0 our
#lder o, Lhrﬁmp’kﬂ. stayed
‘my parents and Mrs
# staved with another of

ber dau ghters,” Mr. wvan
naey saidl.
LAHE
Aor < vvvv o Rl lA
_, ——————————— T
# - n
4R K 5 4
L e
7y am_mp N
j’,,- Living. e = L 2 PR 3
b = o "ooM ; o o noom 311 Inl I}
3 #}l i u m
d i ==
3 N

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article47250880



Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), Wednesday 16 March 1966, page 58 (4)

{
{

|

s

S

J ]
1\

PLAN (above) shows
how living - room,
dining - room, and
kitchen are, in cgecl,
one large room. Walls
on the p side are of

lass. Master bedroom
as its own shower: a
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shower-room

PLAN (above) shows
hoe Hung « Foom;
dining - room, and
one large room. 1ils
on the patio side are of
rlass. er bedroom
as its own a!-:‘fn:aﬂ .:

jacen
to the laundry serves
the other bedrooms.
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Puring this time a tiny
courtyard with built-in barbz-
cue was constructed outside
the front door of the cottage,
This s enclosed on three
sides — the cottage hself
making the fest wall, the
high brick barbeoue  the
second, and the “lacy” hrick
will of the adjoining service
yard (another innovation)
the third. .

Barbeoue area and part of
the service area, where Mr.
van Rompasy and his sons
keep their workbench and
tools, are roofed in with clear
perspex. On the other end
n{nﬂm du;gaud -.Euu ®, A
vine-covered pergola y it
with the house,

Although there js a 70-
year gap between the archi-
tecture of the cottage and
house, and the |atter is
starkly modemn, the two are
aesthetically blended.

Most of the walls of the

hause are af ceilinraa-flonr
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house are of ceiling-to-floo
glass but the solid walls ar
of whitewnashed brick, an
all trims such as window an
door surrounds are of french
polished blackwood to mate
the cottage.

The 19%-square  hous
which cost 10,000 ($20,000
to build, is des{gned on fres
open. lines,  The kitcher
lounge, dining-room, an
entrance  hall are  wvirtuall
ONE CROTMOUS Toom.

The lounge and/or kitche

E ded by drawin
a nm:t decorative curtai
right or part of the wa
across this area.

The curtain (a “long

winters might project” fm
Continued on page 66
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Beautify
Your Hair

our hair will reflect a

new loveliness and lus-
tre — the delightful trans-
lucent glow you see when
looking into the depths of
amber or precious stones,
It is clearer, cleaner, and
more radiant when beauti-
fied with the modern
- “Peek-In" glow shampoo

by Deiph.

_~® HOUSE of the WEEK

s WP

BEDROOM WING (above), to the right of the area behind
drawn curtoins, in Mr. and Mrs. van Kompaey’s home.

BAND-AID strips

stick at a touch...
... lift more than
100 times their

own weight!

Buy the big 100 pack and save!

. . . Continued

Mr. van Rompaecy, who
made it) is the focal point
pf conversation when new-
comers visit the house, but,
to guote Mrs. van Rom-
paey, "It nearly drove me
up the wall while it was be-
ing made.”

“For weeks on end we
tripped over what scemed
like hundreds of yards [it
was in fact only 30 yards)
of coarse black ‘and string-
colored  fisherman's  net,
strung out all over the floor.”
First: Mr. van Rompaey
threaded the net with verti-
cal bands of gold ribbon.
Then he stuck multi-colored
jewels to either side of gilt
dog tags and sewed these on
to the curtains at three-inch
intervals.

“I don’t want to supgest
that anybody else’s husband
does this, for the sake of his
wife's sanity — but I have
to concede it is the piece de
resistance in our home!" she
said.

All the other curtains
throughout the house were
also made by Mr. yan Rom-
paey, who admitted it was a
tedious job (“Bless the in-
ventor of the sewing
machinel™ he added), Of
white nylon net, with a
scparate  liming of black
polished cotton, they give a
soft cloudy-grey effect 1o the
rooms. The met curtaing can
he drawn alone, 1o flter
strong sunlight, or i desired
can be drawn with the lining
when privacy s required,

Another unusual feature in
the lounge is the concave
south wall and fireplace. This
was planned partly to give
casier outside access to the
adjacent carport but also to
improve the acoustics in the
room — for here Mrs. van
Rompaey, who is musical
director at the Methodist
Ladies’ College, Elsternwick,
keeps her lovely grand piano.

The 10ft. wide foor-to-
ceiling curved sorround of
the Breplace is made of tiny
white mosaic tiles and has a
broad hearth of black ter-
razzo.

It is placed about two feet
out from the wall. Recesses
behind either end provide
ample storage space for fuel
in one end, books and maga-
znes in the other.

from page 59

A wall of cuphoards, wih
a recessed oven on the Lt
chen side and bookcase o
cupboards on the lounge sile,
is all that separates the
two rooms.

There are thirty feet of
cantilevered cupboards
topped with a white lamn.
ated bench, on the oppoite
wall of the kitchen.

Recessed in this at one
are the sink and stove;
other end serves as 3
board in the dining area,
the space between for
preparation.

A second set of ¢
levered cupboards, well al.oy
the bench to allow roon
working, have solid doo
the kitchen and glass
in the dining-room. Here th
van Rompaeys display
loom china and glajs,

At the opposite end ol
shallow U-shaped hous:
three bedrooms and M
Mrs. van Rompaey's d
ing-room (which leads
their bathroom) run in
behind a glass exterior
overlooking a terrace,

The checkerboard
created with biack and
marbled vinyl tiles in 1
terior is repeated on the jer-
race with alternating sl
white concrete and square
of large black pebble:
bedded in concrete

Because _this area is shel
tered by the high,
covered boundary walli ji is
an ideal spot for the family
1o play one of their {avorite
sports — table tennis

Cleverly utilising
available bit of space
limited site, Mr. van
pacy has erected a
here which pives ac
the fat roof for sunt

A'\Il.hough the ]m._\-
room is really one big
divided down the
with built-in wardrobe
ing space for an ac
doorway, each has
ale entrance.

Like their parent
have a gla_\: door
from their hedroom
lerrace and share
bathroom, across a
which is built in
with the laundry.

—PATRICIA

Decorating Ideas,”

SPECIALLY geared to

Australian  demands,
the hook contains helpful
suggestions for color and
furnishing schemes, and
also a wide vanety of
factual  information on
the practical aspects of
all forms of decorating.

The planning and layout
of every room in the house
is  carefully considered,
with  specinl  emphasis
placed on storage and
space-saving.

_l"urnilurc aArrangement,
suited to individuval room
shapes, and floor treatment,
considering the practical
and effective merits of tiles,
carpeting and timber, are
deall with teparately and
extensively.

At the beginning of the
book iz an explanation of
the use of the color wheel,
invaluable when planning
schemes. There are ala
suggestions for focal points
on which to base your
color schemes.

The chapter on eutdoar

Book for home=lover
® Recently published is an extreme

comprehensive guide for all would-l
home deeorators — “Aunstralian Hom

by Ayleen Lewis

living has suggestion
doing up and beaut
the tiny courtyards th
such a feature of the
terrace houses fous
Australian cities; it
& number of solutiv
the ever-present probl
this climate of provding
shelter from the heat of |
mun without  detracrr
from it light value
There are also ideas
dealing with large
of land, and for
outdoor entertair
The book is
illustrated with co
black and white phote
graphs and dingrama
“Australian Home De
corating Ideas” costs §! A0,
post free, and is a really
worthwhile investment
Available from The
Macquarie  Color _and
Technical Service, 32 York
St., Sydney; 276 Collins
St., Melbourne; Garling
St., Hilton Park, I"r_rtll:
121 John St, New Hind:
marsh, Adelaide; Nudgee
Rd., Hendra, Brisbanc.
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