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GOMPLIMENTARY DINNER TO
MR. A. VAN ROMPAEY.

My, A, Van Rompaey, of the firm of Oater.
mayaer, Dawez, anid Van Rompney, who in on n
flying visit to Syduey, was entertained al
dinner on Mejday ovening by representalives of
tho wool aeiﬁltg firms whoeo business relations
with him have, in many instances, oxtonded
over thd whole perial covering his operations
in this market during nenarly 16 yeara. Mr. IL
Whyte, who is the local representative of (he
firm, wiy nlso prosent.

The following firms wero ropresuntel : —Aus-
tralasian Mortgigeand Agency Co,, Lud.( Mesnrs,
B. B, Allen and W. K. Hennett), Dalgety and
Co., Ltd, (Mr. o1, L. Row), Geldsbrough, Mory,
and Co., [ad, (Mesars, 1. G, Fraser aml A,
Behute), Tlarrison, Jones, nod Devlin, Lid,,
(Mesars. A. H. Moore and C. Hope), Hill,
Clark, aud Co, (Meossra, . K, Wynter nil 8,
L Quesno), New Zealand Lann and Mercantil
Agency Co., Lud, (Messrs. W, F. Lawry awmd
E. R. Gruham), Pastoral Finance Awssovia.
tion, Lud. (Messes. W, (I Jagues sl
J. Fwing), Winchcombe, CUnrson, and Uo,,
Lul., (Mossrs, K. 1. Wincheombe, M.I1.A.,
U, L. Wallis, and K. J. Tarton),  Mr. JJ. Lewch
(sscratary wool selling brokers) was nlso pre-
gont,

Apologies for absrenca were recwived [rom
Messrs, Goorge Maiden (Goldshrough, Mort,
and Co,, Ltd.) and Dunoun Carson (Winch-
combe, Carson, anid Co., Ltl.), en acenunt of
recent bareavements ; from the Hon, Richard
Jones, M.L.C. (Warrison, Jones, aml Devlin,
Lid.), en aceount of a prior engagoment ; and
from Mensre. T. F, Knox and W. Kilgour
(Dalgety and Co,, Ltd.), owing Lo severe colia.

Mre. A, H, Moore oceupied the chair, and
Me, F. ¥, Winchcombe, M.I.A,, the vice-
chair.

After dinner, the tonsl of " The King wnd
the Royal Family ™ having beon didy honoured,
tho Chairman proposed the Lonst of tho oven-
ing, " Our Guest.” 1In doing so, Mr. Moore
said ¢ The next tonst that 1 have Lo propose is
that of " Our Guest.” I kuow of nothing more
embnarrassing thau for n man Lo have Lo sit and
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embnrraseing Lhnu for p man Lo have Lo sib sl
hear nice thinga ssid of and te him, but the
prosont must be taken as an exception by Mr.
Van Rompaey, na whatever will be said of him
will hnve the ring of genuineness about it, nnd
1 need not nesure him that wo mean every
word we say., 1L is now over 20 yeara since
Mer. Van Rompacy camo to Sydoey. At thal
particular time Lthe wool season here extended
over six or seven montha of the yuar, and the
total sales in u meason ditdl not wwount bo the
guantity we now sell in o month, The whole
of the trade was then in n a8lnteo of ohinoa, and
Me., Van Rampney usol Lo work Lo pul matlors

. in amooth working. ovder,  In wll his suggos-

tiona he wpever wimed at tho Impossible
or thoe improbable, bul - always at the
practieal, and  wo cun ssfoly  nmsert
that the basis of Lhe present.amooth working
of the wool trade was luld by that gentlomuan,
{Applause,) 1 find, on turping up Lhe procecd.
ings ab a pienie given Lo the wool buyers in Lhe
yoar 1803, that My, Van Rompacy, in referriug
to the rapid alrides of tho trade, said thut
Mten years proviously he bet hiv estesmoid
‘friend, Mr.  Richard Joucs, a now hal that
within ten yoars from that time the whole of
the wool grown in New South Walos would bo
gold in the Byduey market, Ho had loat his
bes, bubt still, if not in another ten years hie
folt. cortain that within n few yenrs his pro-
phecy would bo' fulfilled.” The record of the
gales of Insb scmson liere have shesvn Lhab Lhis
prophecy has nearly been fulfilled. Wo know
ghat, although Mr, Van Rempaey may have
left the Bydnoy market, his firm, I am pleased
bo pay, atill holde a very high position in the
wool purchaces of Australis, and we know that
Mr. Van Rompaey is dulng yeoman saryice lor
the wool selling trade in his ndvooacy of direct
buying from tho other eud of (he world, I
oertainly should like Lo bo present at an inler-
visw that might take place betwean Mr. Van
Rompaey snd Messre, Buxion, Ronald, and
Co., §f London (who have nsed every argumoul
withzub avail to alop lhulanlqa in the colgnien),

with Mr. Van Rompnay pointing out where

rlakhas warssim s seccme e Ll d e e el e

National Library of Australia

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article106787931



Sydney Wool and Stock Journal (NSW : 1899 - 1917), Friday 22 August 1902, page 8 (3)

WLl 81T, \an Humpney pointing out where
they wera wrong and the ndvantages acoruing
to Lhe wool grower by direct selling. 1 am
quite sure an to who would have Lhe best of tho
argument, Time does not permit me Lo go o
fully into this matter as | could wish, and I
will conclude my remarks by saying to our
guest lhow pleased we nre to have him here,
how wsorey in one way we are that he is not
staying with us, aud how much we appreciate
hia efforis at the other end of the world te
koep Lhe Australian wool sclling Lrade well
beforo the Cuntinutal buyers.  We wish bim
every nuccoss mid prospority, with long life
aml happinese, nnd trust that on his return
home he will fined hisa wife and Family in health,
antl prepored Lo give to bim the same hearty
weleome that we are giving him to-night.
{Applause,)

Tho Loast was drunk with much enthusinsm
wmd wilth musicenl honoura,

Mr. A. Van Rompaey, in respondiog, re-
turned sineore Lhanks for the courlesy extended
o him, nnd enid that he should have been
very embirraessd in aceepting wuch an wun-
meritell distinetion had he not rezoguised that
ot the Lobtom of it waa n sentimunt of fellow-
thip in the big work in which they had
laboured together for over 15 yeara—he alluded
to Lthe Luilding up of the Sydney wool trade.
(Applanse,) When he arrived in 1880, as far
uy he coubl renember, Byidnoy sold something
like 40,000 bales of wool, and when he left In
1808 the aunu il olearances in the sale-room had
swelled Lo 400,000 bales. These filtzen yoars
represonted Lhe pioneoring stage of what was
now-a-lnys one of the {iocst trades in the
colonies. It was pleaeiut Lo look back aund
reflset upon those times when, as young buyers,
they used to come out hers overy yoar so com-
plete orders from people ab home, who, perhaps,
did not know where Australin was, bringing
to Sydney new bueinees {dean adapled to the
new alnto of Lhings which they saw coming on.
[t wan pleasant also to think of Lhe hard work
they were callad npon to do whilst Lhey were
here—ths chartering of steamors, the or-
gonining of whurvea, and, in Ffact, all their
endenvours Lo build wp a big trade. Oue of
the most plensing recollections he had, how-
nvar. was that of Lhe fichts thevy veed o have
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gver, was thub of thoe fights they used %o have
at times. (Laughter.) He belisved thnat those
 fghts had contributed more thun auything olao
to the progress of Lthe Sydney wool trade,
(Honr, hear,) On both sides they wers always
fonght in deliberato enrnest and for the welfare
of their scommen abjeat, mnd he was glad to find
now thal with 524000 bales seld last year
(represonting aboul 70 per cent, of Lhe Lotal
production of New South Wales) that object
had been nearly attrined, The margin for
furthor duvelopinent was getling very amall
now, and in propoesing Ltho tonst of ** Prospority
to the Sydney Wool Trade,” he newd not wish
for mugh further cxlension. Ie vonsidered
Lhat the wool trade of Bydney had very nearly
abininod ftn olimnx, but what he did wish was
that the olond which had hung 80 long over
the State might 1ify, or rather Lhat it might
break in n thousawd showers from hers Lo
Bourke, ralning prosperity and abundance all
over Lhe country, (Applwess,) In concluslon,;
he hnd grost plessure in proposing ' I'rospority
Lo the Sydnoy Wool Trade,”

The toast hoaving been duly honeured, Mr.
Winchcombe responded, He snid ho felt that
ho wihs uow becoming one of Lhe veterans of
the wool-selling Lusinoees, since, with Lhe ex-
osption of Mr., Mooro, there was scarcely ome
round the table who wns not hie junlor in re-
gard Lo the lenglh of his oconnoction wilh the
trade, He conellered himeelf, therefore, fully
juntified lu taking the responsibility of respond-
ing to this lonst, He would admit, with the
Chairman, that the conditions under which the
wool trade was oarried on twenty yoars ngo
were somowhat. chaotle,  Lack ¢f foreign ox-
perience had much to do with Lhis, And
when the Contlnental buyers came on the
soeno—nmongat Lthem Mr, Van Rompaey, with
his experionca of other markets, and his re.
markable onergy snd ability —they wero able
to load Lho way In many reforms, Their guost
that evening had been a prominout man |o
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schisving these reforms ; and it was greatly
ta his honour that while pot neglectiog his
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Lo his hounour that while pot neglecting his
own business, he was slways ready to take a
shars in any movement calculated to beuefit
the trade in general. As s result of the im-
proved methods adopted, the wool selling
trade of Sydoey had rapidly increased in
' volume, s indicated by the figures quoted
just now by Mr. Van Rompasy. Considerably
more than hall the elip was now sold inthe
local sale rooms; and the Syduney wool sales
liad reached a position of Importance in the
eyes of the world from which they were never
likely to tecede ; for he fell sure the benefits
aceruing to growers by selling in Australia
were mow ®o Lhoroughly uuderstood and
appreciated that pothing could affect the |
position of Bydney se one of the world's lead: |
ing wool markels. He regrotted that Mr,
Rompaey wcould not remain with them ; but
his firm was well represented ; and the Sydney
woo! market would have s good friend and |
adverate in Lheir guosl, in whatsver part of |
the world he might be, He joined with the
ghairman in extendiog a hearty welcome Lo
Mr, Van Rompaey ; and on behall of the asll-
ing brokers he wished him n pleasant time
while in Bydney, aml & successful voyage back
to his home and family.

At the comclusien of Mr. Winchcombe's
speech the party proceeded to the Talace
Theatre to witness the performsnce of ** San
Toy.” |
1t is scarcely necessary to add that, from
begiuning to end, the ovening proved most en- |
joyable to nll coucerned. |
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